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Taranaki, New Zealand. Original articles, experiments & ideas for parents, teachers & students of all ages.
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 everything in one spot! 

February topics 

Taranaki Science & Technology Fair rules:  Robot contest construction
guide here. Science Fair &  ideas for winning entries here.

ULearn 2017 research paper: Digital Technology curriculum. Michael
presented convincing evidence that  a 'digital' only view is already out of
date and summarises new computer technologies students need to know
about for a truly future-focused curriculum.

Michael's keynote presentation at SciCon 2016:   His topic is
'Reclaiming the Maker Space for Science: Putting the science back
into science education

2015 Prime Ministers Education Excellence Awards; Michael Fenton 
leads the Open Polytechnic Primary Science and Mathematics teaching 
team at the Open Polytecnic. Recognised for Leading Education in New
Zealand

DEANZ 2014; Michael Fenton wins DEANZ Excellence Award for his
contribution to eLearning in New Zealand

Fun experiments / technology -  for teachers,  parents and students

This is an archive site...we hope you still find the material useful!

From 1997-2004 Michael & Christine Fenton ran New Zealand's only school-based laboratory on a voluntary
basis in their "spare" time. Problem-based (active learning) science & technology research projects via a 'Make

to learn' pedagogy resulted in students of all ages making original discoveries, sharing findings in journals, 
professional science conferences, and on this website.

The focus on developing a true understanding of the nature of science and experiencing first-hand that
developing new technology requires some science knowledge foreshadowed the Citizen Science and Maker
movements. Nexus modelled many of the best practices discussed in  "Looking ahead: science education for

the twenty-first century" (2011, Prime Minister's Science Advisory Committee), and "A Nation of Curious Minds:
A National Strategic Plan for Science in Society" (2014)

Michael, Christine and the students reported their findings at
conferences, in journals and on this website. Students also had access to
a network of advisers from research and government agencies both
nationally and overseas and laboratory facilities.

Dr Sir William Pickering, former head of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory and widely recognised as responsible
for America's success in exploring the planets, was patron of the Nexus Research Group.

http://www.nexusresearchgroup.com/
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/about_us/directors.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/about_us/students.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/about_us/site-index.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/fun-science/fun-science-activities.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/science-fair/science-fair.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/gifted-kids/gifted.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/downloads/download.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/about_us/careers-advice.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/fun-science/public-speaking-skills.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/science-fair/2002-fair.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/teachers/teacher-resources.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/information-systems/elearning.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/gifted-kids/gifted.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/microbiology/microbiology.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/teachers/science-in-schools.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/teachers/understanding-the-nature-of-science.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/information-systems/forensics.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/information-systems/games.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/information-systems/dalek.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/information-systems/robots.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/technical-data/technical.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/technical-data/products.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/research-papers/courses.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/research-papers/papers.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/witt.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/about_us/awards.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/technical-data/multimeter-sensors.htm#cell-phone-radiation-detector
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/about_us/site-index.htm
http://focus-consultancy.co.nz/science-fair-robotics.html
http://www.focus-consultancy.co.nz/science-fair.html
http://focus-consultancy.co.nz/downloads/Michael%20Fenton%20-%20Reclaiming%20the%20Maker%20Space%20for%20Science.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnqhZBkrIP0
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/ED1405/S00015/open-polytechnic-lecturer-wins-e-learning-award.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/fun-science/fun-science-activities.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/about_us/bill-pickering.htm
file:///Z:/NEXUS/NRG%20website/information-systems/dalek.htm

